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Content Analysis of Living Environment Studies and Social
Studies: Correspondence to Social Research Methods

NAKATA Natsuki

This paper clarifies the “observation” method, which is a skill required by
elementary school educators in the 1living environment and social studies
curricula. We analyzed our results by referring to available knowledge and the
social research methods included in the course of study description.
Consequently, we clarified the following three points: (1) the general policies
regarding the curriculum formulation, in both living environment and social
studies, use the same term with different meanings. (2) The concept of

“observation” is inconsistent in these general policies. (3) This concept also

lacks clarity in the general policies
Key Words : Living environment studies , Social studies, General policies

regarding curriculum formulation, Observation, Social research
methods, Sociology



